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Creative 
Commons
You have a choice



Creative 
Commons
Creators mark their creative work 
something other than All Rights 
Reserved" to "Some Rights 
Reserved”.



Creative 
Commons
Launched in 2002
Provides a set of free copyright 
licenses for public use
“Some Rights Reserved”

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creative_Commons 



Creative 
Commons
range of creative works available to 
build upon legally and to share.  

creators decide which rights they 
reserve and which rights they waive for 
the benefit of others.
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creative_Commons



Creative 
Commons
spectrum of possibilities between full 
copyright (all rights reserved) and the public 
domain (no rights reserved).
help creators keep your copyright while 
inviting certain uses of their work—a “some 
rights reserved” copyright.
creativecommons.org



CC Public Licenses



Attribution (by)

Attribution Share Alike (by-sa)

Attribution No Derivative (by-nd)

Attribution Non-commercial (by-nc)

Attribution Non-commercial Share 
Alike (by-nc-sa)

Attribution Non-commercial No 
Derivatives (by-nc-nd)

CC Public License Combinations



Public Domain

range of abstract materials—commonly 
referred to as intellectual property—
which are not owned or controlled by 
anyone. 

creativecommons.org/licenses/publicdomain/



Public Domain
may be freely reproduced, distributed, 

transmitted, used, modified, built 
upon, or otherwise exploited by 
anyone for any purpose, commercial 
or non-commercial, and in any way

creativecommons.org/licenses/publicdomain/



All rights reserved
the right to publish a work is retained 
by the copyright holder.

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_rights_reserved



Creative Commons
grant some or all of your rights to the 

public while retaining other rights.

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Creative_Commons



Attribution (by)
Let others copy, distribute, display, and 
perform your copyrighted work—and 
derivative works based upon it—but 
only if they give credit the way you 
request.  



Share-Alike (sa)
Allow others to distribute derivative 

works only under a license identical to 
the license that governs your work.



No Derivative (nd)
Let others copy, distribute, display, and 

perform only verbatim copies of your 
work, not derivative works based 
upon it.



Non Commercial 
(nc)
Let others copy, distribute, display, and 

perform your work—and derivative 
works based upon it—but for 
noncommercial purposes only.



Examples of CC use

Bugwood Network bugwood.org/
Eli Sagor's photos (look for forestry photos) 
flickr.com/photos/esagor/
Cooperative Extension Group 
slideshare.net/group/cooperative-
extension/slideshows
Some use Creative Commons license. 
Some use All rights Reserved.



License your work





Flickr CC License Example



Photo Site CC License
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Search for CC Works
Creative Commons Search   
search.creativecommons.org/ 
CC Content Directories  
wiki.creativecommons.org/Content_Curators
Flickr flickr.com/creativecommons/ 
Slideshare slideshare.net/tag/creativecommons
Google google.com/advanced_search?hl=en 
Open CourseWare Initiatives  
ocwconsortium.org/use/use-dynamic.html



Google Advanced Search



Resources

Common Misunderstandings of Creative 
Commons Licenses 
lessig.org/blog/2007/12/commons_misunder
standings_asca.html

Creative Commons 
creativecommons.org/



Resources

White House Copyright Notice 
whitehouse.gov/copyright/

Except where otherwise noted, 3rd-party 
content on this site is licensed under a CC 
Attribution 3.0 License. …agree to grant a 
non-exclusive, irrevocable, royalty-free 
license to the rest of the world for their 
submissions to whitehouse.gov under the 
CC Attribution 3.0 License.



Resources

Code of Best Practices in Fair Use 
for Media Literacy Education  
mediaeducationlab.com/pdf/CodeofBestPracticesinFairUse.pdf



Resources

National Science Foundation Task Force on 
Cyberlearning 
creativecommons.org/weblog/entry/8885
Materials funded by NSF should be made readily 
available on the web with permission for 
unrestricted reuse and recombination. New grant 
proposals should make their plans clear for both 
the availability and the sustainability of materials 
produced by their funded project.



Resources

From University of Minnesota 
academic.umn.edu/provost/reports/email112008.html
In addition to underscoring the core values of our University 

by encouraging all forms of scientific, humanistic, and 
artistic innovation, we also are promoting the progress of 
our great democracy, ensuring that these intellectual 
assets can be effectively leveraged in today's knowledge 
economy. 

Taken from University of Minnesota Copyright Policy 
Intellectual Property



Resources

From University of Minnesota 
academic.umn.edu/provost/reports/email112008.html
The new copyright policy both explicitly affirms the 

ownership interest of faculty and students in their 
academic works and encourages management of their 
copyrights in a manner that enables broad access to 
others, whether within the university community or 
beyond. The new policy provides a platform from which 
to create the broadest possible culture of intellectual 
entrepreneurship, locally, nationally, and internationally. 

Taken from University of Minnesota Copyright Policy 
Intellectual Property


